Recession,  economic  hard  times 
don’t  keep  Americans  from  giving 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  Giv- 
ing  and  volunteering  are  still  per¬ 
vasive  activities  for  Americans, 
despite  economic  hard  times, 
according  to  a  new  survey. 

And,  the  survey  said,  religious 
affiliation  has  a  (Urect  impact  on 
giving.  Pec^e  who  identify  them¬ 
selves  as  religious  and  who  regu¬ 
larly  attend  church  are  the  most 
generous  donors  of  money  and 
time. 

The  biennial  survey  on  giving 
and  volunteering  was  conducted 
by  the  Gallup  Organization  for 
Independent  Sector,  a  non-profit 
coalition  with  more  than  800 
member  groups. 

Hfty-one  percent  of  the  reimon- 
dents  volunteered  in  1991,  (bop¬ 
ping  slightly  from  54%  in  1989. 
Volunteers  gave  approximately 
20.S  billion  hours  in  1991. 

Eighty-seven  percent  of  leqion- 
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dents  r^rted  a  religious  affilia¬ 
tion,  wmle  11%  reported  none. 
Neariy  75%  of  respondents  with  a 
religious  affiliation  reported  con¬ 
tributing  2.3%  of  their  average 
household  income.  Hfty-three  per¬ 
cent  with  a  religions  affiliation 
reported  volunteering  4.2  hours  a 
week. 

Frequency  of  church  attendance 
was  one  chanuxeristic  that  distin¬ 
guished  non- givers  from  “gener¬ 
ous  givers,”  those  the  survey 
defined  as  contributing  3%  or 
more  of  their  household  income. 

Eighty-four  percent  of  generous 
givers,  compared  with  34%  of 
non-givers,  attend  church  regular¬ 
ly- 

Church  attendance  also  distin- 
goished  generous  volunteers  from 
those  who  did  not  volunteer  (72% 
compared  with  41%). 

Another  distinguishing  charac¬ 


teristic  was  motivation  to  meet 
religious  beliefs  and  (xxnmitments. 
Sixty-nine  percent  of  generous 
givers,  compared  with  25%  of 
ix>n-givers,  were  highly  motivated 
to  meet  tbc^  goals. 

Giving  patterns  among  rehgioos 
groups  varied.  Protestants  sur- 
veyea  gave  an  average  of  2.7%  of 
their  household  incomes,  com¬ 
pared  with  1.7%  given  by  (jathohc 
respondents  and  2.9%  given  by 
thow  affiliated  with  “aD  other  reli¬ 
gions.” 

The  survey  revealed: 

—  Persons  with  lower  incomes 
give  proportionately  more  than 
those  wiA  higber  incomes. , 

—  Eighty-eight  percent  of 
reqrondents  said  they  telieve  char¬ 
ities  are  more  necessary  today  than 
they  were  five  years  ago. 

—  More  than  a  third  of  cootribu- 
ttns  said  they  do  not  give  enough. 

—  Mincrnty  groups  are  not  adnd 
to  give  and  volunteer  as  often,  but 
they  respond  at  a  higher  rate  when 
ask^ 

—  Deductions  for  those  who 
itemize  on  their  income  tax  forms 
encourage  charitable  donations. 


Celebrating  careers  of  retirees 

NASHVILLE  —  James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  has  a  private  word  with  James  L.  Sullivan,  who 
retired  from  the  same  position  in  1975.  Sullivan  delivered  a.message  on 
changes  in  life  during  a  retirement  program  for  159  Sunday  School  Board 
empl^ees.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 
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Choctaw  Bible 
Donated 

The  New  Testament  in  the 
Choctaw  Language,  an  1854  edi¬ 
tion,  was  recently  presented  to 
Mississippi  College.  This  valuable 
votmne  was  given  by  Hugo  Park- 
man  of  Decatur,  Ga.  Parfanan,  a 
friend  of  the  Baptist  Record  edi¬ 
tor,  and  his  wife  Doris  served  as 
missionaries  for  many  years  in  the 
Philippines.  Sln(!e  tihe  MC  athletic 
teams  are  known  as  the  Choctaws, 
he  thought  it  fitting  for  them  to 
have  this  rare  volume. 

The  Parkmans  are  also  persorud 
friends  of  President  Bush.  Hugo 
Parkman  was  radio  officer  on  the 
USS  Hnback,  the  submarine  which 
picked  up  Lt  Get^e  Bosh  when 
he  was  shot  down  in  the  Sooth 
Pacific. 


Tew-packing  mamas’  beat  robber 


preying  on  S.  African  tent  revival 
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UMTATA,  South  Africa  (BP)  — 
A  Soutti  African  robber  got  naore 
than  be  bargairted  for  when  he 
preyed  on  a  recent  tent  revival  ser¬ 
vice;  church  members,  UKluding 
women  brandishing  pews,  beat 
him  before  hauling  him  to  the 
police  statioiL 

Many  in  the  Urge  crowd  attract¬ 
ed  by  the  excitement  got  more 
than  diey  bargained  for,  too,  when 
they  stayed  for  the  evangelistic 
service  under  the  large  tent  and 
wourxl  op  becoming  Christians. 

The  original  crowd  was  sparse 
for  the  service  in  Ngoogalizwe,  a 
heavily  populated  inner-city  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Umtata  in  the  South 
African  “homeland”  of  Transkei. 
Baptists  began  the  meeting  by 
singing  choruses.  But  a  mo(^  of 
weariness  bung  over  them  as  they 
contemplated  the  setbacks  they 
bad  facM  in  trying  to  preach  in  the 
high-crime  area.  Every  night  local 
gang  members  had  harassed  them 
—  disrupting,  stealing,  and 
destroying. 

The  w^  befrnre  the  power  ^n- 
erator  had  been  stolen.  A  trailer 
was  damaged  in  a  break-in,  and 


By  Kathy  Dewbre 

now  several  strings  of  lights  for 
the  tent  were  missing. 

Just  as  the  ^uest  speaker  stood  to 
preach  this  mgfit,  someone  on  the 
fringe  of  the  crowd  heard  a  scrap¬ 
ing  noise  and  saw  a  knife  rmping 
through  the  side  of  the  tent,  sever¬ 
al  church  members  nished  outside 
to  investigate. 

Using  a  brick,  benches  and 
chairs,  they  subdued  the  knife- 
wielding  man  after  a  struggle. 
Cries  of  “We  must  not  kill  himi” 
mixed  with  the  blows  —  a  bit  of 
Cbrotian  compassion  in  a  country 
where  suspected  thieves  usually 


are  beaten  to  death  before  police 
are  called. 

So  the  bruised  but  stifi  Inmufaing 
young  man  was  marched  to  jail  by 
several  church  leaders.  When  they 
retumeiL  they  fouixl  the  tent  over¬ 
flowing  with  people  attracted  by 
the  excitement  who  bad  stayed  for 
the  service.  At  the  close,  according 
to  pastor  Charles  Mngonyama, 
many  made  public  decisions  to 
become  Christians. 

On  subsequent  nights,  so  did 
several  gang  members. 

Dewbre  is  a  Soutbcm  Baptist 
missioiiary  in  Untiata. 
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Week  of  Prayer  for 
Foreign  Missions 
Nov.  29-I>ec.  6,  1992 

Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
OfTering  National  Goal;  $84  million 

Foreign  Mission  Study 

“India;  Growing  Cities,  Witnessing 
Churches" 
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Convention  session  No.  i57 
A  second  look 


NO  NEE.P  TO  be  AFRAIP. 
I'HA  A*  PASTOR.  I  LIVE 
ON  TMESC  TNIVIGS. 


Baptists  from  all  over  the  state  met  in  every  dedsion.  We  live  in  a  made  money  and  this  stilus  was 
came  together,  discussed  the  real  world,  and  this  seldom  hap-  returned  to  the  Convention.  Hun- 
issues,  cast  their  votes,  and  now  we  pens.  However,  things  were  done  dreds  of  newspapers  and  maga- 
will  abide  by  it  The  convention,  as  decoidy  and  in  order  and  the  will  zines  have  declared  bankruptcy,  or 
usual,  furnished  excellent  fellow-  of  the  Convention  was  express^  merged  in  the  last  few  years  and 
ship.  Perhaps  it  is  not  as  vital  as  it  Now  we  return  to  our  task,  having  the  news-road  has  been  rocky, 
was  SO  years  ago.  Mobility  and  been  heard,  having  express^  our  The  Baptist  Rect^  is  the  jour- 
rapid  communication  have  brought  views,  and  now  wifiing  to  atxde  by  nal  of  the  Convention.  The  Con¬ 
us  within  hours  or  miniitfts  of  one  die  wdl  of  the  body.  vention  has  absorbed  the  deficits 

another.  Still,  it  is  vital  to  our  There  are  some  lug  issues  out  and  accepted  the  profits  in  years 
working  together.  there.  We  have  a  mission  in  our  past.  Unless  there  is  a  drastic 

There  were  high  moments  of  state,  nation,  and  worid  and  we  are  diange  there  will  be  no  profits  in 
initiation.  The  music  was  superb  determined  to  support  mission  die  near  future  and  a  sut^dy 
and  the  Bible  Treasures  will  be  activities.  The  morauty  of  our  sod-  be  necessary.  The  Baptist 
treasured  for  a  long  time.  Soimy  ety  has  slipped  to  a  record  low.  If  Record’s  advisory  cmninittee  may 
Adkins’  preaching  and  the  Forest  C^stians  don’t  ^ak  out,  who  recommend  a  small  increase  in 
choir  were  right  on  target;  and  will?  Nearly  half  of  our  populatimi  subscription  and  advertising  rates, 
ton  Valentine  had  the  William  is  without  Jesus.  If  we  do  not  tell  Even  so,  a  subsidy  will  still  be 
Carey  Choir  in  shape  for  some  them,  who  will?  ‘Teaching  them  to  needed.  Most  state  pt^rs  receive 
senous  singing.  Charles  Q.  Carter  observe  all  things,”  discipleshqi  is  subsidies  ranging  from  20%  to 
and  Adrian  Rogers  had  prepared  desperately  neetfed.  If  we  do  not  do  100%  of  their  (grating  costs. 

'  well,  aixl  qx)ke  with  authority.  this,  who  will?  Whatever  the  Convention 

Information,  essential  to  any  Education  is  expensive,  eqredal-  decides  in  the  future,  I  hope  the 
good  convention,  was  distributed  ly  Christian  education.  It  is  even  Baptist  Record  will  be  judged  on 
in  generous  portions.  Tell  Baptists  more  expensive  not  to  have  it  Bap-  its  own  merits,  not  in  comparison 
the  truth  and  the  whole  story  and  fists  will  continue  to  suj^rt  it  m  with  mission  giving  nor  ^  Ctul- 
they  can  make  intelligent  decisions  our  stale.  dren’s  Village.  The  activities  of  the 

on  any  issue.  The  executive  direc-  Fbr  a  number  of  years  the  B^  Children’s  Village  and  our  mission 
tor.  Bill  Causey,  ma^  plain  his  tist  Record  has  received  a  subsidy  program  will  ne^  some  way  to  get 
interest,  concern,  and  wiUingness  from  the  Cooperative  Program,  the  news  out  to  the  Baptists  across 
to  exert  every  ourrce  of  his  being  Increasing  costs  of  printing  and  the  state.  The  Baptist  Record 
f(A  bfississippi  Baptists  aixl  in  wirr-  high  postage  rates  would  accourtt  remains  a  strong  ally  to  our  total 
ning  this  state  and  nation  to  Cfanst.  for  most  of  the  subsidy.  Several  mission  program,  including  the 

No  one.  I’m  sure,  had  his  desires  times  in  the  past  the  paper  has  Children’s  Village. 


Faith  of  a  grain  of 
mustard  seed 


Under  a  huge  banner  declaring,  ter.  Their  musical  group,  the 
“Except  the  Lord  build. the  houK,  .  “Bells  of.Faifii”  performed  under 
they  labor  in  vain  ^at  build  it”  the  direction  of  two  professionals, 
(Psalm  127),  the  .Mustaad  Seed  Deborah  Burnham  and  Jennifer 
banquet  was  held.  The. Mustard  aaik.,Both  are  graduates  in  music 
Seed,  Ihc.,  is  a  home  fof  mentiilly  therapy  at  William  Carey  College 
handicapped  adults.  Prominent  and  e^ressed  their  love  and  con¬ 
state  people  are  on  the  board  of  cern  with  quality  music.  You 
trustees,  die  executive  committee,  could  sense  me  hot^  of  hard  work 
and  the  staff.  behind  every  note.  The  Bells  of 

What  would  we  do  without  vrd-  Faith  have  rung  in  small  and  large 
unteers?  Stephanie  Strickland,  churches  including  Hrst,  Jackson; 
local  TV  personality,  was  Mistress  Calvary,  Jackson;  Forest;  First, 
of  Ceremonies.  Matt  Moseler,  Hattiesburg;  and  in  many  o^r 
another  TV  personality,  and  the  churches,  colleges,  and  civic 
“Revelttioos’^  quartet  afforded  the  groups.  The  ringers  were  serious 
music.  Bo  Bowens  of  Ole  Miss  and  solemn  with  every  eye  on 
football  frune  declared  there  were  Deborah  as  she  directed, 
many  exciting  moments  at  Ole  Ruby  Bryant  of  Calvary  Churdi, 
Miss  but  the  best  thing  was  com-  Jackson,  was  correct  in  her  intro- 
ing  to  know  Christ  as  Savior,  duction,  T  call  it  a  miracle.”  Tears 
Cindy  Lucas  offered  words  of  spilled  over  at  the  display  of  so 
encouragement  and  hope.  much  love,  trust,  and  concern. 

The  real  stars,  however,  were  the  Small  wondn  it  was  followed  by  a 
residents  of  the  Mustard  Seed,  standing  ovation  from  the  crowd. 
They  were  introduced  as  Will,  Thaidrsgiving  came  early  and  the 
Patsy,  Debbie,  Sharon,  Mary  verse  linger^  long  on  our  minds: 

_ _ _  _  Ellen,  MidwUe,  plus  others  —  aU  “Except  the  Lord  build  the 

by  the  charge”  that  i^Jecud  children  gifted  by  the  Mas-  house....”  —  GH 


Former  trustee  chairmen  Corts, 
Hancock  answer  Parks’  charges 


Bible 

Translations 
We  Read«B- 


Observe  National  Bible  Week,  Nov.  22-29 


BiSXM  Racord  Advlsoiy  CommNtM:  Deborah  Brunt,  Corinth;  Suaan 
KInton.  Walnut  Qrcwa;  Randy  Tumar,  Laural,  vioa-ohalnnan;  Tonuny 
Tutor,  Clarladala.  chairman;  ax-officlo.  Taroaa  Otekana.  aacraiary,  Jack 

Poataiaatar;  Sand  ctiannaa  of  addraaa  to  Tha  1APTI8T  RECOW), 
P.O.  Box  SM,  Jaekaon,  MS  saMS. 
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Parks  meets  with  CBF  group  to  explore  leadership  post 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Retired 
Southern  Biu>tist  foreign  missions 
leader  R.  ICeitfa  Parks  met  with  die 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship’s 
Global  Mission  Ministry  Group 
Nov.  19-20  as  part  of  bis  dedsicMi- 
maldng  process  on  acxqiting  a  tq> 
CBF  lea^rshp  position. 

“I  came  to  ^  exposed  to  the 
group,”  Parks  told  Baptist  Press 
during  a  break  in  the  meeting,  “to 
see  where  they’re  g<^g  and  make 


smne  comments  where  I  dunk  they 
should  be  going,  (to  list)  some  pri¬ 
orities  I  would  be  interested  in  if  I 
was  invdved  with  them.” 

Parks  wt£  formally  offered  the 
job  of  CBF  codrdinator  of  global 
missions  by  the  moderate  group’s 
Coordinating  Council  last  &ptem- 

Now,  Parks  said,  “We’ll  take 
this  home  and  process  it  and  come 
to  a  decision  in  the  fairly  near 


By  Art  Toalstoo 

future,  yea  or  nay.” 

In  his  counsel  to  the  CBF  mis¬ 
sions  arm.  Parks  said  be  believes  it 
would  be  a  mistake  for  it  to  try  to 
become  “a  miniature  FMB,”  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  Soudiem  Bsqitist  Con¬ 
vention  Foreign  Mission  Board  he 
beaded  from  1980  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  Oct  31. 

He  said  the  CBF  should  “chart 
its  own  course”  and  “define  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  niche,”  such  as  missions 


efforts  in  “World  A,”  the  popula¬ 
tion  belt  of  mission-neglect  peo¬ 
ple  frc«n  the  Middle  &ist  thrragh 
Asia;  the  millions  of  refugees 
worldwide;  and  outreach  in  key 
urbari  areas  where  few  others  are 
mirtistering. 

He  said  the  CBF  should  chal¬ 
lenge  young  people  to  “a  sacrifi¬ 
cial  lifestyle”  and  not  necessarily 
pay  its  workers  at  the  level  of 
FMB  missionaries. 


Parks  confirmed  be  has  agreed  to 
be  a  keynote  speaker  during  the 
CBF  May  13-15,  1993,  assembly 
in  Birming^ram,  Ala. 

Parks’  wife,  Helen  Jean,  attend¬ 
ed  the  CBF  Global  Missimi  Min¬ 
istry  Group  meeting  with  him  in 
Nashville’s  Scarritt-Bennett  Cen¬ 
ter  retreat  facility  near  Vanderbilt 
University. 

Toalston  is  news  director.  Bap¬ 
tist  Press. 
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Tornadoes  spur  Baptist  action; 
churches  damaged  during  storm 


The  Kfississqipi  Br^Mist  Disaster 
Relief  Unit  was  activated  Nov.  22 
after  a  tragic  midni^  storm  swqH 
dvough  tte  state,  spawning  tonut- 
does  that  killed  IS  people  and 
destroyed  scores  of  homes  across 
Mississippi.  A  number  of  Bq>tist 
churches  were  also  caught  in  the 
middle  of  the  fiist-moving  weather 

frOOL 

“The  state  disaster  relief  unit  was 
activated  at  2:30  a.m.  on  Nov.  22. 
The  state  feeding  unit  was  set  up  at 
First  Church,  Brandon,  4uid  by 
noon  that  day,  400  meals  had  been 
served.  Another  600  were  served 
that  night,”  said  Paul  Harrell, 
director  of  the  Brotherhood 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  wUch 
oversees  management  of  the  disas¬ 
ter  relief  unit 

HarreU  also  repotted  that  addi¬ 
tional  Bimtist  dieter  relief  units 
and  chutoies  from  around  the  state 
were  responding  to  other  hard-hit 
areas. 


By  Wlliain  H.  PerUos  Jr. 

The  Claike  Assodation  unit  was 
dispatched  to  Weir  in  Choctaw 
County  to  siqif^y  meals,  and  Hrst 
Cfaurdi,  Ackoman,  also  t^spoaded 
to  needs  in  tiiat  community.  Hrst 
Church,  Mount  Olive,  supplied 
shelter  and  food  to  area  stoim  vic¬ 
tims,  while  Bay  Springs  Oiurch, 
Bay  Springs,  offered  shelter  and 
fo<^  to  victims  in  the  Sylvarena 
community  of  Smith  County. 
Dublin  Cbmeh  in  Jefferson  Davis 
County  assisted  peofde  in  that  area, 
accoicting  to  HanelL 

Bi^jtist  disaster  relief  units  ^- 
cialiawg  in  cleanup  and  recovery 
were  activated  from  Pike,  Lamar, 
rathmin,  and  Mmagomery  assoda- 
tions,  be  added. 

“A  total  of  225  volunteers  were 
coordinaled  tivoogb  the  state  disas¬ 
ter  relief  unit,”  HarreD  said. 

The  state  feeding  unit  in  Brandon 
will  continue  operations  at  least 
through  the  Thanksgiving  holiday, 
he  added. 

Several  Baptist  churches  and 


Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  volunteers  rush  to  complete  start¬ 
up  procedures  for  the  state  feeding  unit  on  location  at  Rrst  Church,  Bran¬ 
don,  after  a  tornado  killed  10  people  and  destroyed  scores  of  homes 
around  Rankin  County  in  the  early  morning  hours  of  Nov.  22.  The  unit 
rolled  shortly  after  the  storm  struck  and  served  over  1 ,000  meals  by  the 
end  of  the  day.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Total  revenue  up  at  BSSB; 
Draper  praises  employees 


By  Charles  Willis 


church  facilities  also  suffered  the 
wrath  of  the  storm.  The  pastor’s 
home  at  New  21ion  Church  in 
Choctaw  County  was  hit,  and  Clear 
^nings  Church  in  Choctaw  County 
receiv^  extensive  damage.  In  the 
Sylvarena  community  of  Smith 
County,  Sylvarena  Church  sus- 
tanred  damage  to  the  church  build¬ 
ing,  activities  building,  and  pasttx'’s 
home.  New  Hope  Church  in  Attala 
County  was  heavily  damaged,  and 
Pbalti  Church  in  Jefferson  Davis 
County  was  also  in  the  path  (tf  the 
storm. 

Jim  Didlake,  a  consultant  in  the 
Mississippi  Brotherhood  Depart¬ 
ment  and  12-year  member  of  the 
BifMist  disaster  relief  team,  found 
this  disaster  more  personal  than 
others  he  has  winked. 

The  tornado  skirted  Didlake's 
nd^ibofbood  and  damaged  several 
nearby  homes.  He  was  forced  to 
round  up  his  family  and  take  shelter 
in  the  hallway  of  boose. 

‘This  is  the  first  time  I’ve  found 
myself  in  the  disaster.  We  were 
among  the  lucky  ones;  we  came  out 
okay,”  be  said. 

Nfetemologists  have  classified  the 
tornado  that  struck  Ranidn  County 
as  an  “F-4”  on  the  Pujita-Pearson 
Scale,  which  means  the  tornado  bad 
wind  ^pecds  of  tro  to  260  miles  per 
hour.  The  widely-accepted  scale 
has  only  one  category  higber  than 
the  Rankin  County  tornado. 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  the 
tornado  was  on  the  ground  for 
about  50  miles,  traveling  at  greeds 
ig>  to  45  miles  per  hour. 

The  wide-ranging  storm’s  tdl  in 
almost  a  dozen  stales  has  exceeded 
20  deaths. 

Persons  arxl  organizations  who 
want  to  volurveer  their  time,  donate 
resources,  or  contribute  in  other 
ways  to  the  cleanup  arxl  recovery 
effort  in  the  state  can  contact  the 
Brotherhood  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephof*:  (601) 
968-3800. 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Total 
revenue  for  the  Sunday  School 
Board’s  fiscal  year  ending  Sept. 
30  was  op  $5.75  million  from 
1990-91,  employees  of  the  church 
programs  arid  publishing  agency 
were  told  Nov.  17  in  an  employee 
assembly. 

President  James  T.  Draper  Jr., 
speaking  to  a  packed  audience  of 
NashviUe-based  persormel,  said 
while  revenues  were  $1.5  niilKon 
short  of  a  goal  of  $203,877,000, 
product  sales,  “an  area  where 
employees  have  direct  influence 
over  results,  exceeded  target  by 
$1.5  million.” 

The  board,  which  receives  no 
furxls  frimi  t^  Cooperative  Pro- 


1,  made  direct  contributions  to 
>BC  support  of  $3,011,000, 
including  $649,000  to  the  SBC 
and  $2,362,000  to  state  Baptist 
conventions. 

“I  am  very,  very  optimistic 
about  our  future,”  Draper 
observed-  “These  last  months  have 
been  difficult  for  all  of  us.  The 
departure  of  159  co-workers  has 
been  a  shock  to  tins  institution  and 
to  our  networks  of  relationships. 
It’s  changed  things;  it’s  created 
some  anxiety.  It’s  also  given 
many  of  you  new  assigiunents, 
many  of  you  are  learning  new  jobs 
and  ofoers  feel  like  you  are  st^  in 
limbo.” 

WilUs  writes  for  BSSB. 


Renewing  friendships 


Paul  Jones  (left),  executive  director  of  the  Christian  Action  Commission  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  greets  friends  in  the  exhibit  hall  of  the 
157th  session  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  held  Nov.  10-11  at 
Rrst  Church,  Jackson.  Among  those  in  town  for  the  convention  were  (from 
left,  after  Jones)  Biil  Smith,  Lee  Courity  director  of  missions;  Roger  Oorsett, 
Tishomingo  County  director  of  missions;  James  Ray,  pastor  of  Bunker  Hill 
Church,  Columbia;  and  Archie  Herrin,  director  of  missions  for  Lawrence, 
Marion,  and  Walthall  counties.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

Word  Inc.  files  countersuit 
against  Maranatha!  Music 

WACO,  Texas  (EP)  —  Word 
Inc.  has  responded  to  a  lawsuit 
brought  by  Maranatha!  Music 
with  an  eight-count  countersuit. 

The  dispute  between  the  two 
Christian  music  companies 
involves  a  distribution  agreement 
between  the  companies  which 
has  since  been  terminated. 

Word’s  countersuit  denies  most 
of  the  allegations  and  charges 
brou^t  by  Maranatha!  Music. 

In  addition  to  standard  defens¬ 
es,  Word  claims  that  Maranatha 
failed  to  properly  account  to 
Word  for  Maranatha ’s  use  of 
more  than  $1.25  million  ad¬ 


vanced  to  Maranatha  for  advertis¬ 
ing  and  promotion.  Word  also 
claims  that  Maranatha  demanded 
that  Word  “infuse  capital  into 
Maranatha”  in  an  unreasonable 
arxl  unacceptable  way,  as  a  “pre¬ 
text  for  terminating  negotiations 
on  the  new  distribution  agree¬ 
ment.” 

The  Word  countersuit  also 
charges  Maranatha  with  misrep¬ 
resentation,  fraud,  breach  of  con¬ 
tract,  arxl  usury.  The  last  charge 
stems  from  the  amount  of  interest 
Maranatha  is  seeking  on  the  $2.7 
million  in  royalties  it  claims  it  is 
owed  by  Word. 


Other  state  conventions... 


FLORIDA  Baptists  Elect  Layman 


Letters  to  the  editor 


PORT  MYEM,  (BP)  —  F6r  ttie  first  time  in  12  years,  a  layman  A  new  plan  ed  of  the  b^lical  comment  about  Clinton,  work  with  him..,,”  Bap- 

b^  elet^  president  of  the  P^da  BaptiA  Convention.  Urn  Locfaer  Editor:  Barnabas:  “For  he  was  a  good  tist  Record,  Nov.  12)  defending 

of  Houywo^  a  pilm  for  Delta  Airlines,  received  55%  of  the  vote,  594  I  enjoy  receiving  the  Baptist  otan,  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  support  for  President-elect  Oin- 
^  otiier  nominee,  Darrdl  Orman,  pastor  of  Record.  The  features  help  me  ®f  faith:  and  much  people  ton  by  prayer  was  correct  «nH  in 

Omit*  of  Stuart  Locfaer  has  served  for  four  years  on  the  conven-  stoy  aware  of  all  aspects  of  our  sdded  unto  the  Lord^  (Acts  accordance  with  our  duty  to 
tion  s  b^  of  missrons  and  was  vice  cfaainnan  this  past  year.  In  other  life  as  Southern  Baptists.  How-  11-24).  '  Christ  and  our  nation. 

c  messen^  passed  a  resolution  promising  to  pray  daily  ever,  I  do  not  believe  that  Mis-  1  ^Hl  *>«  more  However,  I  cannot  agree  with 

for  follow  Soutem  B^rtist  President-elect  Bill  Qitmm  and  adortg  him  to  sissippi  Baptists  can’t  afford  a  popular  as  Evangelism  Depart-  the  headline  article’s  tone  or  the 
renounce  his  sUted  mtentions  to  promote  abortion  on  demand  and  five  dollar  per  year  increase  in  director  than  he  will  as  edi-  c^sule  referring  to  Gov.  Clin- 
minon^ status  for bomoseoials”  the  subscription  rate.  I  believe,  *****  paper.  Man,  we  ton’s  pastor,  Rex  Home  Jr.’s 

XifAnvT  AVTTx/rw  r»  O  TT  cootrury  to  the  Convention’s  “**<1  you  and  this  news  source.  statement.  There  is  a  manual  or 

Baptists  oEEK  UNTTY  actions,  the  grass-roots  church  Brother,  continue  to  inform  os  pamphlet  describing  how  to  pas- 

SILVER  ^RING,  (BP)  —  Maryland/Delaware  Baptists  re^Kmd-  member  supports  missions  and  *l’ont  what  is  happening  and  tor  a  president  and  how  we  as 
ed  to  ideas  for  lecondliatioo  between  Chri.stians  but  exercised  sharp  dis-  helping  hurting  children  above  **  **  l“4>pening  that  we  may  Christians  should  conduct  our- 
agreOTent  over  comest^  issues  at  their  two-state  convention’s  anntfai  lining  our  pockets  with  a  *4)0**  our  Uves  and  walk  in  the  selves;  it  is  called  the  Bible, 
mec^ig  Nov.  9-10.  Reguaration  reached  a  lecmd  987  messengers  at  tiie  $540,320  subsidy.  Ugh*  of  our  precious  Lmd  Jesus.  I  feel  that  Southern  Bwtists 

157m  session  of  tiie  Baptist  Convention  of  Maryland/Delaware.  The  18-  Therefore,  I  urge  every  sub-  **”7  •*  Christ  Church  as  have  forgotten  1  Corinthians 

^000-membm^  Korean  Church  of  Silver  Spring,  Md.,  *he  scriber  to  the  Bap&t  Record  to  we  pray  for  you.  5:10-12,  Paul’s  call  to  point  out 

s  Ingest  wotafaipmg  congregation,  hosted  die  convention  for  the  make  a  one-time,  five  dollar  (J**)  Brown,  pastor  error  among  ourselves.  The  pas- 

^  time.The  convention  elected  a  new  president  by  65  votes.  Long-time  donation  to  the  Baptist  Chil-  Christ  Church  sivity  and  pleasure  associated 

E^waie  pastor  Doherty  of  CH^wn  Church  in  Newaik  received  dren’s  ViUage.  Together,  we  can  Greenwood  with  Southern  Baptists’  realizing 

421  w)tK  —  54.2%  of  the  total  cast  —  to  356  for  Howard  Edmonson,  give  over  $500,000  to  our  kids  “one  of  our  own”  has  risen  to 

^^or^ofMason-Dixon  Church,  an  affiliated  church  in  New  Freedom,  Pa.  —  five  dollars  at  a  time,  and  ••  .  ,  high  office  while  boldly  display- 

Dcherty  bad  rec»^  the  support  of  Maryland/Delaware  moderates  while  send  a  clear  message  to  the  Con-  Cancel  Subscription  iug  a  mocking  attitude  toward 

Edmonson  was  ba«ed  conservatives.  vention  Board  to  cut  out  the  sub-  Editor:  what  God’s  Word  says,  leaves 

a  r»., _ »  M  A-rr.  **<*7  m  next  year’s  budget.  Please  cancel  my  subscription  •”*  greatly  disturbed. 

Keith  Powell,  pastor  to  the  Baptist  Record.  Your  Lee  Rogers 

VBG^,  Nev.  (BP)  —  Messengers  to  the  14m  annual  meeting  of  Hebron  Churm  article  (“Baptists  to  pray  for  Gulfport 

the  Nevada  Bigitist  Fellowshm  qipioved  a  $1.7  million  budget,  maintain-  Grenada 

mg  a  25%  allocation  to  Southern  Bmtist  national  and  imptnarionai  mis¬ 
sions  and  ministry  supported  by  the  Qiopenaive  Program.  The  1993  bud¬ 
get  is  roughly  equal  to  foe  1992  budget  and  includes  a  3.5%  salary  Keen  UD  ffood  work 
mcrease  for  the  1 1-member  staff  at  the  Nevada  convention’s  headquarters  Editor-  ^  ° 

in  Reno.  When  I  read  your  Editor’s 

Minnesota- Wisconsin  Honors  Winningham  oTchSf 

RorwRCTTJn  xxinn  UK-...—;-  c~..i _ “*  **“s*  01  const,  I  am  remind- 


m  j  David  Groseclose 

L/ is  declaring  the  hope 

_ _  -  T:*  of  Christ  in  the  land 

M  " '  }  !  where  Jesus  himself 
ji  yW  A  walked.  He's  active 

■  .M  W  '  ‘o  The  Haifa  Baptist 

A  ■  I  '  i  Center,  which  he  says 

f  ^ i  is  “perhaps  the  fastest- 

Wj^r  /  ^  growing  Baptist 

...dl-  cjp  church  in  the  country 

- - - — right  now.: 

David  is  awaiting 

the  day  his  church  can  find  a  lot  on  whkh  to  build,  with 
funds  already  set  aside  from  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering. 

Pray  that  David’s  church  members  will  find  land  to  build  a 
church.  Pray,  too,  that  Baptik  churches  in  Israel  will  continue 
to  declare  hope  for  others  as  they  grow  spiritually  and 
numerically.  And  pray  that  more  c^rches  will  be  started  in 
Western  Galilee. 


Lottie  Nooi  Ckristeis  Offeriig 
IVattoiil  GmI:  $84wlliN 


Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 

Celebrates 

40  Years  of  Christian  Ministry 

Homecoming  Fellow^ip  Sup|!>er 

(five  dollars  per  person)  .. 
Saturday,  January  2, 1993 
5:00  p.m.  -  Worship  Service  to  follow 


Bible  Study  and  Morning  Worship 
Sunday,  January  3, 1993 

Former  Members  RSVP 
787  East  Northside  Drive 
Jackson,  Mississippi 
(601-366-8433) 

Dr.  Jim  Futral,  Pastor 


darkness, 


whispered 


prodaim 


housetops.  Matthew 


November  26, 1992 


Housetops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


PRAYERGRAM 

Nov.  26-Dec.  10,1992 


PRAY  for  the  work  in  Equatorial  Guinea  (West 
Africa),  a  small  country  where  Baptist  work  is  in  the 
beginning  stages,  and  the  laborers  are  few.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  the  European  Baptist  Federation  will 
send  two  or  three  couples  to  Equatorial  Guinea  to  join 
the  three  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  working  there. 
Pray  for  jess  and  Peggy  Thompson,  Jerry  and  jo  Meeks 
and  Larry  and  Lucy  Driggers,  as  well  as  for  the  national 
Christians. 

PRAY  for  the  Baptist  Conference  Center  in  Ajioun,  Jor- 
dan,and  for  the  Charles  Brownings.  Pray  for  the  volun¬ 
teer  workers  who  are  repairing  builldings  that  were 
damaged  by  war. 

f’RAY  for  the  people  who  are  in  countries  of  the  world 
where  their  lives  and  property  are  threatened  by  politi¬ 
cal  upheaval  and  civil  war.  Pray  especially  for  the 
Christians  in  Liberia  and  Angola  in  West  Africa. 

PRAY  for  Bryan  Wittekind,  pastor  of  the  Unity  Baptist 
Church  in  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa.  Currently  the  church  is  in 
rented  facilities.  They  need  to  build  but  cannot  afford 
it.  Pray  for  God's  guidance  and  funds  to  build.  Pray  for 
growth  in  the  membership.  This  is  a  pioneer  area  and 
most  of  the  members  are  not  from  a  Southern  Baptist 
backgrourKJ. 

PRAY  for  Mary  Carr,  a  US-2  missionary,  serving  in 
weekday  ministries  at  East  Seventh  Baptist  Church  in 
New  York  City.  Pray  for  two  volunteers  to  work  in  the 
tutoring  program.  Twenty-five  children  are  eijrolled, 
and  more  volunteers  are  desperately  needed. 

PRAY  for  the  Mississippi  River  Ministry  as  this  impor¬ 
tant  evangelistic  outreach  is  in  the  planning  stages. 

PRAY  individually,  as  families  and  as  churches  for  the 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions.  Pray  that 
people  of  Mississippi  will  open  their  hearts  and  their 
billfolds  to  reach  out  to  a  lost  world.  A  fact  that  should 
call  us  to  even  more  generous  giving  this  year  is  this: 
only  1  percent  of  our  Southern, Baptist  money  goes  to 
the  1/4  of  the  world  where  there'is  no  Light. 

•  .  ^  •  • 

PRAY  for  Wayne  Edwards  as  he  begins  his  work  as  Di¬ 
rector  of  Mission  in  Lauderdale  Association.  Pray  for, 
his  wife,  Patti,  and  their  two  children,  Scott,  1 3  and  ' 
Elizabeth,  9.  Remember  all  the  Directors  of  Missions 
in  our  state.  ■  *  .  *  '• 

THANK  GOD  for  a  good  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  held  Nov.  10  and  11, 1992.  PRAY  that  nothing 
will  hinder  unity  and  cooperation  as  we  work  together 
to  help  bring  our  state  and  the  world  to  ^us. 

Prayer  Pina  avaMable . . . ^Ot  each. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Prayeriine 

969-PRAY  nn 


A  PLAN-AHEAD  OVERVIEW  OF  1993  YOUTH 
MUSIC  MINISTRY  OPPORTUNITIES  _ 


In  the  hands  of  your  church  leaders  is  a 
booklet  that  outlines  all  1993  youth  music 
ministry  opp>ortunities  afforded  through  your 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's 
Church  Music  Department. 

The  earliest  program  listed  in  the  booklet  is 
the  area  conducting/instrumental/vocal  festi¬ 
val  taking  place  on  Jan.  1 8  in  three  locations. 
All  are  at  5:30  p.m.  and  they  will  be  at  North 
Oxford  Church,  Oxford;  Temple  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  and  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jack- 
son.  Registration  deadline  for  this  event  is 
Jan. 11. 

The  state  youth  choir  festival  is  Feb.  5-6  at 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton,  for  grades 
7-1 2.  Loyd  Hawthorne  of  Hardin  Simmons 
University  in  Texas  will  be  choral  coixiuctor. 
Registration  is  necessary  by  Jan.  25. 

Feb.  8-22  will  be  auditions  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  all-state  youth  choir,  grades  9-12.  Au¬ 
ditions  will  be  in  eight  locations.  Rehearsal 
camp  for  the  choir  will  be  July  14-1 7  at 
William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg.  The  tour 
itself  will  be  July  1 7-20.  Cost  is  approximate¬ 


ly  $200  p>er  choir  member.  Churches  and  as¬ 
sociations  are  requested  to  establish  scholar- 
ship>s  for  participants. 

The  state  youth  four  part  festival  is  Feb.  27  at 
First  Church,  Clinton.  The  four  parts  are  con¬ 
ducting,  instrumental,  keyboard,  and  vocal. 
Invitations  to  participate  in  these  festivals  are 
based  on  ratings  received  in  the  area  festivals 
in  January. 

'Heartsong  '93,*  is  the  name  for  the  summer 
youth  music  program  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  As¬ 
sembly,  Pass  Christian,  June  28-July  2,  for 
grades  7-12. 

And  the  state  preschool/children/youth  music 
leadership  clinic  is  Aug.  27-28,  at  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson.  Separate  sessions 
will  be  held  for  leaders  of  each  age  group, 
three  years  through  6th  grade,  with  a  special 
session  for  youth  choir  leaders. 

Check  with  your  church  office  for  a  copy  of 
the  overview  booklet.  In  it  are  registration 
forms  for  each  event. 


A 


fncan-American  Retreat 
at  Camp  Garaywa 


yay  Wells,  Everett  Robertson,  Willie  Scott,  Eddie  Jones 
and  Louis  Lamar  will  be  featured  speakers  at  the  Pas¬ 
toral  and  Church  Leadership  Retreat  at  Camp  Garaywa 
on  December  4  -  5,  1 992.  The  retreat  is  co  sponsored 
by  the  Black  Church  Extension  Division,  Home  Mission 
Board  and  Cooperative  Missions  Department  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

I  /  sing  the  theme  'We  Must  Make  Christ  Known," 
CJ  2  Corinthians  5:17-18,  two  persons  from  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board  in  Nashville  will  conduct  a  workshop 
experience.  Jay  Wells,  Manager  of  Black  Church  Devel¬ 
opment,  and  Everett  Robertson,  drama  specialist,  will 
suggest  ways  through  Sunday  School  and  drama  to 
reach  persons  with  the  Good  News. 


w 


illie  Scott,  Pastor  of  Providence  Baptist  Church  in 
Marietta,  Ga.,  will  be  the  worship  leader. 


f  ouis  Lamar  and  Eddie  Jones  will  share  their  experi- 
Lences  in  Africa.  Both  of  these  persons  have  just  re-  • 
turned  from  a  Preaching  Tour  in  Zimbabwe.  Lamar  is 
pastor  of  the  Mt.  Sinai  Church  in  Tupelo  and  Jones  is  the 
pastor  of  the  Victory  Temple  Church  in  Greenville. 

Persons  interested  in  attending  should  contact  the  Co¬ 
operative  Missions  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  at  968-3800.  ifn 


Jay  Wells,  Manager,  Black  Church 
Development  Section,  8SSB, 
Nashville,  Jenn. 


Everett  Robertson,  Senior  Drama 
Specialist,  Church  Recreation  Depart 
ment,  BSX,  Nashville,  Term. 


arts 

March  5-6^ 

AJta  Woods  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  Miss. 

Training  for  the  Ministry  of  Drama, 
Clowning  and  Puppetry 

Featuring  Storyteller  Bob  Neill  and 
"Branches"  of  FBC,  Atlanta 

For  more  details  contaa  Robin  Nichols  at  968-3800 


rching  ott  the  map 

Exploring  Your  Potential 


■VAM  SMITH  ’ 

•  American's  foremost  authority  on  single  a'd^m  ’ ' 

•  Popular  speaker  on  and  for  single  adults 

•  President  of  consulting  firm  dealing  wi&t  the 
single  adult  in  the  workplace 

•  Author  of  30  books  for  and  about  single  adults 

•  Producer  of  video  tape  series  for  sin^e  adults 

•  Christian  minister,  churchman 

For  more  information  call  Horace  Kerr  at  968-3800,  ext.  3973 


February  5^  1993 
IMHIPJIf. 

Jackson,  Miss. 


GAYIJi:  GCDDIE 

•  Concert  Soloist 

•  Music  theater  performer 

•  Fashion  model 

•  Popular  spokesmode!  for.  television  talk  and  news  shows 

•  1984  Miss  Mississippi,  Third  alternate  Miss  America 

•  Strong  Christian  testimony 


1 


If  your  Church 
is  currently 
insured 
this  way^\»  ^ 


'  '*  .^5 


The  comprehensive  PROPERTY  AND  CA¬ 
SUALTY  INSURANCE  PROGRAM  under¬ 
written  exclusively  by  the  Preferred  Risk 
[Group  and  approved  by  the  Annuity  Board  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  designed 
to  protect  your  church  fix)m  numerous  liabili¬ 
ties — from  theft  &  vandalism,  to  damage 
caused  by  fire,  water  or  severe  weather,  to 
personal  injury  litigation  and  workers  com¬ 
pensation. 

Every  year  more  that  20,000  fires  cause  up¬ 
wards  of  $280  million  in  property  loss  to 
public  buildings  in  the  United  States.  And 


churches  account  for  over  1 0  percent  of  these 
fires. 

Insured  losses  due  to  natural 
catastrophes — such  as  rainstorms,  hail, 
floods,  freezes,  earthquakes  and 
tornadoes — exceed  a  billion  dollars  annually. 

Property  crimes  are  escalating  at  the  rate  of 
more  than  2  percent  annually,  while  vio¬ 
lent  crimes  increase  5  percent  per  year. 

Why  take  the  risk 
of  being  uninsured 
or  under  insured? 

This  Comprehensive  Property  and  Casualty 
Insurance  Progrsun  offers  the  right  protection 
for  your  needs  and  budget. 

And  this  Comprehensive  Property  and  Casu¬ 
alty  Insurance  Program  extends  to  all  church 
members,  church  employees  and  ministers, 
church  officials  and  volunteers  during  all 
sponsored  activities  conducted  in  any  facility 
your  church  owns. 

Plus  the  Preferred  Risk  Croup  has  more  than 
2600  professionally  trained  agents  nation¬ 
wide  who  can  help  you,  with  risk  manage¬ 
ment,  property  evaluation  and  loss  control. 

For  information  on  this  Property  and  Casualty  In¬ 
surance  Program  call  1-800-321-5754; 


raiM* 

mm 


Or  contact  Bill  Sellers  at  968-3800,  ext.  3826. 


Blvo  Ministers/Ministers  Wives  Banquet 

(complimentary) 

during  Evangelism  Cortference 
January  26,  1993 

5:15  p.  m.  >  6:30  p.  m. 
at  Quincy's  Steak  House,  Tupelo,  Miss. 

NO  RBStaCVATlON  NECBSSARY 


QS 


PRESpHOOL  FOCUS: 
Preparing  Preschoolers 

for  worship 

by  Linda  Reeves 

Consultant,  Sunday  School  Department,  MBCB 

Young  children  are  forming  the  habits  and  atti¬ 
tudes  which  they  will  carry  with  them  to  adult¬ 
hood.  Regular  worship  service  attendance  is  a 
habit  we  want  to  encourage.  You  can  help  your 
child  grow  spiritually  by  introducing  him  to  the 
warmth,  love,  and  joy  Christians  experience  dur¬ 
ing  the  worship  service.  We  hope  the  following 
suggestions  will  be  helpful  as  you  introduce  your 
child  to  the  worship  service  experience. 

1 .  Take  your  child  to  the  rest  room  just  before 
the  service  begins. 

2.  Sit  where  your  older  preschooler  can  see,  near 
the  front  of  the  sanctuary  or  in  the  balcony. 

3.  Help  your  child  hold  the  hymnal  and  turn  to 
the  suggested  hymns.  Follow  the  print  with 
your  finger  as  you  sing. 

4.  Find  each  scripture  reference  in  your  Bible 
when  scriptures  are  read  aloud.  Encourage 
your  preschooler  to  hold  the  Bible  during  the 
scripture  readings. 

5.  Give  your  child  an  opportunity  to  earn  money 
which  she  can  put  in  the  offering  plate. 

6.  Consider  bringing  a  quiet  activity  for  your  old¬ 
er  preschooler  to  use  during  the  sermon  (pad 
and  pencil  or  favorite  book). 

7.  Expect  your  child  to  wiggle.  It  Is  difficult  for 
his  body  to  be  still. 

8.  Enjoy  the  service  yourself.^  Your  child  catches 
attitudes  from  you. 

9.  Ask  your  preschooler  questions  after  the  wor¬ 
ship  service.  "Which  part  of  the  service  did 
you  like  best?"  "Were  we  quiet  so  that  the 
people  around  us  could  listen?"  "Is  there 
something  we  can  do  to  make  next  Sunday 
happier?" 

How  can  parents  help  their  preschoolers  get 
ready  for  worship  services?  How  can  pastors, 
church  leaders,  or  church  members  welcome, 
and  nurture  young  children  who  attend  worship 
services?  Answers  to  these  aixl  other  questions 
can  be  found  in  When  I  Co  To  Owrch  An  Intro¬ 
duction  to  Congregational  Worship  for 
Presdtoolers  by  Kay  Varuievier  Henry. 


1993  AREA  KEYBOARD  FESTIVALS 


AREA  LOCATION 


FESTIVAL  LEADER 


Thursday,  January  28,  1993,  6:30  -  830  p.m. 


PHONE 

CsChurch  H=Hoine 


‘  i 

Area  2 

FBC,  Tupelo,  Church  and  Jefferson  Street 

Dale  Owens 

C 

842-1327 

I 

f  ^ 

Area  4 

Fairview  Baptist  Churc^,  201  Airline  Road,  Colunrbus 

Slater  Murphy. 

C 

328-2924 

1 

Area  7 

FBC,  McComb,  1 700  Delaware  Avenue 

Mark  Moore 

C 

684-2971 

Carol  Watts 

C 

684-2971 

1 

Area  8 

FBC,  Laurel,  605  Fifth  Street 

Richard  Green 

c 

649-5711 

- 

Michaelle  Harrison 

c 

649-5711 

\  2 

\  ^ 

Friday, 

January  29, 1993, 630  -  8*30  pan. 

!  S 

Area  8 

Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,  1 508  Hardy  Street 

Paul  Koorrce 

c 

544-1794 

1  '  ^ 

Area  9 

FBC,  Gulfport,  2120  14th  Street 

Tammy  Tumage 

-  H 

864  8707 

?  1 

• 

Robin  Young 

H 

863-8199 

1  •  ^ 

Saturday,  January  30, 1993,  9*30  -  1130  a.jn. 

;  '  ' 

Area  5 

FBC,  Jackson,  400  block  North  State  Street 

Glenn  Crosthwait 

C 

949-1922 

)  ^ 

Sheri  Adamson 

H 

825-9098 

■  •: 

Area  6 

Poplar  Springs  Drive  Baptist,  Meridian,  4032  Poplar  Springs  Drive 

Harry  Tillery 

C 

485-5106 

Area  1 

Colonial  Hills  Baptist,  Southaven,  2101  Colonial  Hills  Drive 

Elizabeth  Cothem 

H 

781-2582 

Area  5  Bowmar  Avenue  Baptist,  Vicksburg,  718  Bowmar  Avenue  Dan  Guest 

Area  3  FBC,  Clevelarul,  ipi  North  Bolivar  Street  Darryl  Prater 


C 

C 


636-2596 

843-2701 


mpping 


FBC.  Tupelo 


ColonUHills. 
BC,  Southaven 


FBC,  Cleveiartd 


Genetal  Information 


Students  in  grades  c»ne  through  twelve  may  participate. 
There  are  categories  in  which  students  may  participate 
from  the  beginning  student  to  the  most  advanced. 

Guidelines  are  included  in  the  Keyboard  Festivals 
Handbook  1993.  These  handbodiu  have  been  mailed 
to  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  organists,  church 
pianists  arxJ  ministef^  of  music.  To  obtain 


Bomar  Averrue 
BC.  Vicksburg 

FBC.  Jackson 


to  lead  young  people  to  a  more  meanirrgful  \  QuH^  9  I. 

relationship  with  the  Lord  through  the  playing  of  sacred  music  Vi  P 

to  encourage  the  use  of  keyboard  music  that  is  worthy  arxl  ^ 

acceptable  for  the  worship  and  praise  of  Christ 

to  acquaint  our  Baptist  churches  with  potential  for  ^listing  your  people 
to  develop  and  use  their  talents  In  the  ministry  of  the  local  church 

We  request  that  registrations  be'received  by  the  Church  Music  Music  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven 
tien  Board  by  Monday,  December  21, 1992. 


i  .  . 

.1 

the  handbook  or  information,  contact  Dot  Pray, 
Contract  Consultant/Keyboard  Festival  Coordinator,  ( 

{  7 

B 

by  writing  Church  Musk  Department,  P.  O.  Box  i 

530,  Jackson,  MS  39205;  or  calling  968-3800.  C 

FBC,  McComb 

FBC.  Laura! 

FBC.  Hattiaaburg 

- r-~n _ 

preaf  place 
r  vacation. 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
schedule  will  be  in  your  pastors' 
hands  before  Christmas:  Ask  him  for 
a  look  at  it  so  that  you  can  plan  your 
vacation  time  around  one  of  the  many 
training  events  and  conferences  of¬ 
fered  there.  There  are  some  changes 
in  policies  as  well  as  in  costs  for  such 
as  lodging.  Remember  that  reserva¬ 
tions  are  not  accepted  until  March  1 
for  those  in  state  and  after  April  15  for 
those  our  of  state. 


George  Knight  of  Seminary  Extension,  right,  presents  a  plaque  to  Ray 
Crissett,  director  of  the  Cooperative  Missions  Department,  MBCB. 

The  plaque  is  In  commemoration  of  the  t951  beginnir^  of  seminary  exten¬ 
sion  classes  in  the  SBC. 


7  hey  were  first  held  In  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  build¬ 
ing  by  R.  Lee  CaHman.  Currently,  there  are  30  centers  in  the  state.  The 
presentation  was  made  during  a  session  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven- 


('hkisim\^()kn\mi  \i 


MARTIN  AILAZZ.A 


Mississippi  leadership  leaves  big  mark 
on  work  of  MedicEil-Dental  Fellowship 

By  Vfa&Mm  H.  PerkkM  Jr. 


First  in  a  series  pastw  of  First  Cfamcfa,  San  Anto-  Sam  Cannata  (Ethiopia).  Bai^ 

mo,  Texas,  led  a  session  with  his  Gknn  (Barbados),  A^ncent  Waite 
Ihe  in^xntance  of  medical  and  wife,  Nancy,  entitled,  "Stress  in  ((%ana),  Rebdcah  Naylor  (India), 
dental  missions  work  aroond  the  the  Doctm’s  Home.”  CMiver  (jilhland  (Indonesia),  Bill 

wodd  was  underscored  by  hfissis-  Prank  Pollard,  pastor  of  Hrst  Swan  (Macao),  and  Harold 
sippians  in  attendance  at  the  Church,  Jackson,  supplied  Bible  MitcfaeD  (Rwanda). 
national  meeting  of  the  Baptist  study  for  each  session.  Richard  Kfedical  and  dental  missionaries 
Medical-Dental  Fellowship  Gre^  niifii!gt*»r  of  music  at  Phst  present  at  the  meeting  but  not 

(BMDF)  Nov.  12-15  at  the  Pea-  Church,  Laurel,  was  the  music  q;)ealdng  on  the  program  incloded 

body  Hold  in  Memphis.  director,  while  Jackson  business-  Orby  Butcher  (Thailand),  John 

John  J.  McGraw,  an  mtbopaedic  num  Bin  Clark  served  as  Gfljson  in  (Thailand),  Earl  Hewitt 

surgeon  from  Laurel,  moved  up  Other  MississmpiaiK  on  the  pro-  (Ghatu),  Donald  McLaren  (Ifrge- 
from  die  office  of  president-elect  gram  inCludei  "The  Doctors  ria),  Martha  Kfyers  (Yemen),  and 

to  president  of  the  nationwide  feL  Four,”  a  anging  quartet  of  pl^-  Eugene  RnUe  (Indonesia). 

lowsfatp  —  the  first  NBssiss^an  cians  from  Lawl;  the  WUUam  Other  speakers  j|t  the  meeting 
to  serve  in  that  post  McGraw  also  Carey  College  Chorale  and  incloded  Van  ^fillii^  director  ^  MM 

served  as  program  chairman  for  Ensemble;  and  Leonard  Day,  medical  services  at  the  Foreign 

the  meeting  this  year.  artist-in-residence  at  William  Mission  Board;  Henry  Love, 

Bin  Caorey,  executive  director-  Carey  College.  BMDF  executive  director;  Bill  P'1®'  ^ 

treasurer  of  the  MississipfH  Btptist  The  BMDF  organization  is  Snowden,  volunreer  missions  den- 
Convention  Board,  delivered  a  geared  to  imwide  professional  fid-  dst  from  Winchester,  Ky.;  James 

keynote  address  entitled,  “Fruit  of  Inwrfiip,  qnritnal  growth,  and  mis-  Williams,  president  of  the  SBC  McGtai 

the  ^lirit.”  sion  support,  according  to  Brotherhood  Commissioo;  Bennie 

Causey  was  fcdlowed  by  W.W.  McGraw.  Was  the  meeting  sue-  Norton,  volunteer  missioos  deodst  William 

WaUey,  a  Waynesboro  physician  cessfiil  in  meeting  those  goals?  from  Smyrna,  Ga.;  and  Merrill 
who  is  in  his  second  term  as  prea-  "Absrfytely,”  said  McGraw.  Winchester,  a  family  physician 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  “Some  of  our  fellowship  times  from  Whitley  City,  Ky.,  who  com-  ^  ^ 
Convention.  Walley,  author  of  didn't  break  up  until  midnight,  and  pleted  his  term  as  BMDF  presi-  ikyr* 
Diary  of  a  Country  Doctor,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lucenay  did  an  <fent.  JVll 

which  details  his  life  as  a  Christian  excellent  job.  Dr.  Pcdlard  and  Dr.  "We  are  in  a  recruiting  mode  for 
doctor  in  a  small  town,  apoke  on  Kennedy  led  us  in  spiritual  doctors  and  dentists  w^  want  to 

"I^uits  of  the  Spirit  in  the  Life  of  a  growth,  »nd  die  missionaries  told  do  missioos  work,”  McGraw  said. 

Country  Doctor.”  us  how  we  can  support  them  on  The  next  national  BMDF  meet- 

Lany  Kennedy,  vice-president  the  mission  field.  There  was  also  mg  is  schedul^  for  Nov.  11-14,  . 

and  dean  of  the  Cooper  ochool  of  more  music  this  time,”  he  said.  1993,  in  Birmingham,  Al^  Med- 
Missions  and  Biblical  Studies  at  Breakout  sessions  were  also  con-  icsl  sod  den^  personnel  inteieA- 
t^finiam  Carey  College  in  Hatties-  ducted  to  discuss  missioos  issues,  cd  io  more  information  on  mis- 
burg,  delivered  an  evening  session  McGraw  added,  and  the  feedback  sioos  and  the'  BMDF  organizatioo  ^ 

message  on  spiritoal  growth.  Harry  on  those  sessions  was  positive.  should  contact  the  Brotherhood 
Luoenay,  former  pastor  of  Temple  Medical  and  dental  missionaries  Department  of  the  Mississippi  --cokI 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  and  presently  who  axAe  at  the  meeting  induded  Baptist  Cooventioo  Board  at  P.O. 

Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205- 

- — -  0530.  Telephone;  (601)  968-3800.  "Jr 

Next  week:  Opportunities  for 


A  church  has  different  requirements 
than  most  other  buildings  an  insurance 
company  covers.  It  represents  the 
shar^  commitment  and  sacrifice  of 
many  people. . .  it's  an  invaluable 
emotional  investment. 

□lurch  Mutual  has  specialized  in 
insuring  churches  for  nearly  100  years. 
Today  we  are  the  nation's  largest 
insurer  of  churches,  protecting  over 
5,800Southem  Baptist  churches  alone. 
^  We  know  you  can  never  forget 
the  enduring  importance  of  your 
church  in  the  lives  of  your  congrega¬ 
tion.  We  take  the  critical  step  of  getting 
to  know  your  church  firsthand  to  learn 
your  unique  needs  and  concerns. 

To  learn  about  the  difference  that 
our  personalized,  specialized  expertise 
and  competitive  insurance  coverage 
can  mean  to  you  and  your  con^egation. 
write  or  call  us  at  l-80(>542-3465. 


Raddin  Holy  Land  Tour 

Including  7  nights  In  larmel  and  2  nights  In  Lucerne.  Switzerland 

Hosted  by  Dr.  Roy  Raddin  and  Dr.  David  Raddin 

March  2-12,  1993 


FREE -SHIPPING  on  6  or  more 


The  Specialist 


omamenls  to  same  address 


Church  Mutual 
.1000  Schuster  Lane 
P.O.Box357-S 
Mern«.WI544S2 


IVavel  plana  through  Bryan  Tours 
For  more  Information,  write 
ley  Raddin,  825  Adams  Dr.,  Greenville,  MS  38703; 
phone  335-2862  (office)  or  332-7575  (home). 
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Names  in  the  news 


Staff  Changes 


TInm  ganerations  of  activo  doa- 
cons  are  serving  at  First  Church, 
Nesbit.  They  are  Ray  Gamer,  dea¬ 
con  for  33  years;  his  son,  Harry 
Garner,  deacon  for  18  years;  and 
grandson  Kevin  Garner,  who  was 
elected  deacon  on  Sept.  27, 1992. 
Mike  Montalbano  is  pastor  and 
David  Holmes  is  music  and  youth 
director. 


Talon 


Anriiiiy  a  past( 
ied  Sept  18.  K 


:or  for  40 


years,  died  Sept  18.  He  was  a 
member  of  First  Cburdi,  Verona. 
Ife  is  survived  by  Us  wife,  Haiel 
Anglin,  and  two  sons.  Bob  Anglin 
and  Larry  Anglin.  The  funeral  was 
held  at  McGn^Raspbeny  Riner- 
al  Home  with  burial  in  the  Lee 
Memorial  Park. 

Charlotte  Tyler  Durst,  47, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mis.  diaries 
T]der,  died  Oct.  18  after  a  lengthy 
bkde  with  cancer.  She  had  been  a 
teacher  at  Jett  Elementary  School 
in  Vicksburg.  She  is  survived  by . 
her  husband,  Brian  P.  Durst  Jr.  and 
two  cUldien.  Her  father  has  been 
pastOT  in  Loiman  for  21  years. 

Robert  A.  Baker,  renowned  as 
one  of  the  leading  church  histori¬ 
ans  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 

CLASSmEDS 

RATE;  SO  oenia  per  word,  $6  tnM- 
mum.  Caah  wWi  order  eKoept  on  oon- 
trad  advertlaing.  include  name, 
addreae,  code,  and  ptione  num¬ 
ber  in  word  oounL  No  bind  ada. 


ADOPTION  —  Creative,  fun-lov¬ 
ing  couple  longs  to  adopt  an 
infanti  Hopefully  we  can  help 
each  other  through  a  difficult 
time.  Please  call  Jan  and 
Michael  (802)  235-2312  collect. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridi¬ 
an,  Miss.  39301.  Since  1899. 
Phone  (601)  693-4451. 

FOR  SALE  —  Church  bus.  1963 
GMC/Ward  Diesel  37  pass.  Low 
mileage,  good  condition.  (601) 
657-8916. 

BIO  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 
sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318) 
93S-2239. 


vention,  died  at  his  home  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  Nov.  15.  He  was 
81.  Baker  joined  the  faculty  of 
Southwestern  Seminaiy  in  1942 
and  taught  in  the  school’s  Church 
History  Department  until  his 
retirement  in  1981.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife  Fredona  M.  Baker;  a 
daughter,  and  a  son. 

Mary  Libby  Payne,  professor  at 
Mississi[yi  Cd- 
lege  School  of 
Law,  has  been 
named  to  the 
National  Board 
of  Directors  of 
the  Christian 
Legal  Society. 
Payne  is  the 
advisor  for  the 
CLS  chapter  at 
Payne  Mississq^i  Col¬ 

lege. 

Southern  Baptist  missionary 
Karl  Wallace  of  Jackson  has 
joined  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  missionary  enlistment 
department  for  a 
few  months. 

Between  now 
and  A]:^,  Wal¬ 
lace  travel 
throughout  Mis¬ 
sissippi  urging 
pastors  to  con¬ 
sider  becoming 
foreign  missioo- 
aries.  He  and  his  WaOace 
wife,  Peggy,  are 

missionaries  to  Peru.  Wallace’s 
furiough  address  is  715  E.  Ncmh- 
side  Dr.,  Jackson,  MS  39206, 
phone  (601)  362-9083. 

Charles  Everitt  of  Effingham, 
ni.,  will  be  recognized  Dec.  6  at 
Mi^n  ChurdL  Montrose,  IlL,  for 
his  50  years  in 
the  ministry.  A 
native  of  Pela- 
hatdue,  Everitt 
spent  23  years 
of  his  ministry 
years  in  his 
home  state, 
serving  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions 
in  four  associa-  £Yfr{|| 
dons  and  pastor 

of  eight  churches  across  the  state. 
He  his  wife  Mildred,  a  native 
of  Philadelphia,  may  be  contacted 
at  700  W.  Fayette  Ave.,  Effing¬ 
ham,  IL  62401. 


•  JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (BP) 
—  Hm  Palmer  has  b^n  named 
managing  editor  of  die  Missouri 
Baptist  newsjournal  Word  & 
Way.  He  has  b^  assistant  to  die 
vice  president  for  academic  affairs 
at  Soudiwest  Bqitist  University  in 
Bolivar,  Mo.,  the  past  year  and  has 
taught  a  reporting  course  in  the 
department  of  communications. 

Just  for  the 
Record 


Antioch  Church,  Columbus, 
will  i^sent  (Quinton  Mills  in  con¬ 
cert  Dec.  2  at  7  p.m.  The  conceit  is 
held  in  celebration  of  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  die  church’s  new  building. 
Edward  Knox  is  pastes. 

^^am  Carey  Collet’s  Win¬ 
ters  Scho<d  of  Musk  will  present 
the  Madrigal  Dinner,  Dec.  3-5,  7 
p.m.,  in  Ttomas  Hall.  Festivities 
will  include;  lighting  of  the  yule 
log  and  performances  by  dancers, 
acrobats,  jongleurs,  and  the  Madri¬ 
gal  Singers.  Reservations  are 
required.  Tickets  are  $15.  For 
more  information,  contact  the 
Winters  School  of  Music,  (601) 
582-6175. 

James  D.  Longndre  Jr.  of  Clin¬ 
ton  will  be  presented  in  graduate 
voice  ledtal  at  Mississippi  College 
Dec.  1  in  Aven  Auditonum  at  8;15 
p.m.  He  is  the  son  of  James  D. 
Longmire  Sr.  and  a  member  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  Qnnch,  Gloster. 

Revival  Dates 


Through 


optiqn... 

. . .  a  child  is  embraced  by  a  loving 


Bethany  Christian  Scrvicce 
'  ^  saiutes  birth  parents  for  their 

difficult  decision  to  make  an 
BETHANY  adoption  plan  for  their  child. 

CHRISTIAN  ^  Their  choice  for  life  protects 
SERVICES  /I  fragile  lives  and  helps  build 

families. 

2618  Soufhertarxj  Dr.,  Jackson,  MS  392164825  (601)  3664282,  l-8CX>381-6876 


Cilvary,  BooneviDc:  Nov.  29- 
Dec.  2;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
pjn.;  MoD.-We<L,  7  pm.;  Mickey 
Trammel,  pastor,  evmgeUst;  Char¬ 
lie  Cooper,  Rienzi,  music. 

Shady  Grove  First  Church, 
Heidelb^:  Dec.  2;  7  p.m.;  Datmy 
Lanier,  evangelist  and  singer,  Shar- 
ber  Smith,  pastor. 

Carmel,  Montkello:  Nov.  29- 
Dec.  2;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m..  Thanksgiving  dinner  in  fel- 
iowstuphall,  noon;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Benny  Jackson,  German¬ 
town,  Tenn.,  and  Hulrert  Greer, 
Wesson,  evangelists;  Robert  E. 
Jones,  interim  pastor. 


NATIONAL 
ADOPTION  WEEK 
NOVEMBER  22-28 


T.  Scott  Vaughn  has  acconed 
the  call  as  pastor  of  Shiloh 
Church,  Louisville.  He  goes  to 
Shiloh  from  First  Church,  Abita 
Springs,  La.  Scott  is  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Southern  Missis- 
s^i  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Fairview  Church,  Indianola, 
has  called  Butch  Carpenter  as 
minister  of  youth  e^ctive  Nov. 
1.  His  previous  place  of  service 
was  Lakeview  C^ch,  Leland.  A 
native  of  Sidon,  be  received  his 
education  at  Mississippi  Delta 
Community  College 

Stqihen  V.  Reynolds  is  the  new 
minister  of  * 
music  and  youth 
at  Calvary 
Church,  Col¬ 
umbus.  He  pre¬ 
viously  served 
Silom  Church, 

West  Point.  He 
is  a  student  at 
Mississqipi  State 
Univeisity.  Reynolds 

Horace  Rom  retired  from  Grace 
Church  in  Warren  Association  on 
Oct.  25.  He  is  now  available  for 
pulpit  supply  and  revivals.  Ross 
can  be  reached  by  phone  at  First 
Church,  Ridgeland  (856-6139)  or 
his  home  (856-0897). 

Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada, 
called  Eugene  Heimbach,  a 
native  of  Heirumdo,  as  minister  of 
education  and  youth  on  Nov.  1. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
State  University  and  is  now 
attending  New  Orleans  Seminaiy. 

NEW.  "GOWe  ON”  MLE  REAOINQ  PROQIMM 
was  ptnmailiad  Slkli  look  Marks  to  holp 
Pastor  toaS  mombon  to  Mtr  Mbto  habH.  Ftoo 
sampits,  MaNs. 

Joha  0.  Eagaa 

4032  Fraaldhi  Aso.-Naw  OrloaiM,  La.  70122 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

«We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 
We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


His  previous  church  was  Valley 
View  Church  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Thomas  McCormick  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  call  as  pastor  of  Oral 
Church  in  Lamar  Association 
effective  Nov.  11.  He  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  William  Carey  College. 
McCormick  is  a  native  of  New 
Orleans. 

Second  Church,  Greenville,  has 
called  James  Sanders  as  pastor.  A 
graduate  of  Florida  Theological 
College,  William  Carey  College, 
and  New  Orleans  Semianry, 
Sanders  goes  to  Greenville  from 
West  McComb  Church,  McComb. 

Calvary  Church,  Pascagonla, 
has  called  Craig  Edwards  of 
Pascagoula  as  minister  of  music, 
effective  Nov.  1,  He  previously 
served  Arlingtmi  Heigto  Church. 

Rkk  Munn  is  the  new  minister 
of  music  and  senior  adults  at 
Hazlehurst  Churdi.  For  the  past 
15  years,  he  has  served  as  minister 
of  music  at  First  Chniefa,  Greoada. 
He  also  has  been  BSU  director  at 
Holmes  Community  College, 
Grenada  campus. 

Correction 


Ed  Holma  of  Gulf  Coast  Amo- 
ciatkm  was  inadvettently  left  off  a 
cutline  listing  MBCB  Executive 
Committee  members.  Holmes, 
chief  of  cluylains  for  VA  Medical 
Center  in  Buoxi,  was  elected  sec¬ 
ond  vice  president  of  the  Missis- 
sqrpi  Baptist  Convention. 

OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  alyto  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  worlunanahip  guarantoad. 
Write  tor  itluetralad  price  folder. 

"InfrrmttonMy  known  epecia/Ms” 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDINQ  CO. 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


12  and  15  Passenger  Vans  & 
Mini-Vans  Availabto 


We  are  now  booking 
reservations  for  van  and  car  rentals 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601 )  684-2900  1  -800-748-8681 


I 


1 


Uniform  Bible  Book 

Faithfulness  under  fire  Grod’s  plan  for  Israel 


By  Margaret  Rogers 
Jeremiah  1:1.10;  8:22.9:3;  20:7.13 


IS  Known  aoout  Jetenuan  man  any  oper  propbet  m 
the  Old  Testament,  as  there  are  many  personal  rraeimioes  im 
bis  book.  His  name  means  "Jehovah  buds”  (x  "exalted  of 
Jehovah.”  He  is  often  described  as  die  "we^ng  pro^t;” 
in  fact,  his  name  has  {mivided  a  word  in  the  nngush  lan¬ 
guage.  "jeremiad”  which  means  "a  tale  of  woe”  or  smrow 
or  disjqppmntment.  Having  been  reared  in  a  priesdy  family, 
the  pn^inet  had  die  advantage  of  a  coldvated,  godty  home 
in  a  qmet,  secluded  cooununity,  Anathoth,  a  few  nriles 
fixMn  Jenisalem. 

Jeremiah  was  called  to  the  office  as  a  prophet  while  a 
young  man,  t^iproximately  20  years  of  age.  He  came  to  die 
propb^c  office  when  Joriah  was  king.  It  was  a  period 
when  the  forces  of  Egypt  and  the  forces  of  Assyria  were 
slugging  it  out  for  suprmacy.  Actually,  the  forces  of  Baby. 
Ionia  were  the  winners  since  E^ypt  and  Assyria  merely 
weakened  each  other.  Babyloma  came  in  anid  picked  ip  the 
pieces.  The  nation  of  Judah  was  having  its  last  chance 
before  God  for  its  idoUmy,  apost^,  bloodshed,  and  evil. 

Jeremiah  came  on  this  scene  with  his  message.  Jeremiah 
was  one  of  the  chief  figures  of  his  time,  towering  above  die 
men  in  that  period.  He  was  a  patriot,  prophet,  statesman, 
wise  counsmor  of  kings,  and  a  courageous  foe  of  wicked¬ 
ness  and  sin.  By  nature,  he  was  sensitive,  timid,  and  melan¬ 
choly.  He  had  no  home  nor  family,  and  much  of  the  time, 
he  1^  no  fiiends. 

The  book  of  Jeremiah  is  a  large  one  with  S2  duqiters.  As 
fin  as  is  known,  Jeremiah  was  only  pn^ihet  w^  bad  a 
personal  secretary. 

Jeremiah’s  call  (Jer.  1:9.10).  Jeremiah’s  prqihetic  min¬ 
istry  began  in  626  B.C.  and  en^  sometime  after  S8S  B.C. 
He  was  always  conscious  of  his  call  from  God  to  be  a 
pnxdiet  God’s  commissioo  for  Jeremiah  was  jdanned  even 
befm  his  Unfa.  God  touched  Us  mouth  and  enabled  Urn  to 
roeak  as  one  wip  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  Us  God. 
God  not  only  placed  knowledge  in  Jeremiah’s  mind,  but  be 
also  placed  words  in  Us  mouth.  He  was  given  a  difficult 
tas^  but  his  appointment  was  made  wiP  God’s  authority. 
Jeremiah  was  to  attempt  to  reform  the  nation,  to  toot  out 
and  destroy  idolatry  a^  other  evils  among  the  people. 
Those  who  persisted  in  their  sins  would  be  des^y^  but 
Pose  who  repented  and  turned  to  God  would  be  built  and 
planted. 

Jeremiah’s  complaint  and  compubiou  (20:7.11).  Jere- 
miah’s  faithful  and  zealous  discharge  of  Us  duties  brou^ 
ridicule  and  persecution  to  Um.  His  messan  of  denunda- 
tion  was  not  received  widxMit  protest  Judain  was  jMacticing 
a  formal  kind  of  religioo,  but  God  did  not  want  ft^ali^; 
be  warned  obedience.  Tfaerefore,  the  prophet  had  P  voice 
God’s  motest  against  feurn  without  coDtent,  ritual  without 
true  reugioa,  and  offering  without  obedience.  When  Joe- 
miah  would  have  fled  fitm  Us  thankless  task,  he  did  not. 
God’s  call  and  presence  were  so  real  and  Us  commitment 
so  intense  that  they  were  like  a  fire  in  Us  bones.  He  trusted 
God  and  he  knew  Pat  God  would  vindicate  Um  before  Us 
enemies. 

Jeremiah’s  message  of  punishment,  gloom,  and  doom 
was  also  a  message  of  hope  and  restoratioiL  He  spoke  oi  a 
diw  when  there  would  be  a  new  covenant,  one  ofPe  heart 
mcked  hearts  would  be  changed,  and  God  would  nuke  a 
new  covenant  wiP  Us  people.  God  would  put  Us  law  with¬ 
in  them  and  would  write  it  m  their  hearts. 

The  word  of  the  Lord  had  become  a  rqiroacfa  and  deri¬ 
sion  p  Jeremiah’s  audience.  Although  Jeremiah  did  not 
want  to  be  responsible  for  the  message,  he  proclaimed  it 
fidpfolly.  Jeremiah’s  story  teaches  duistiaas  nuny  truths: 
p  eimress  one’s  fedings  P  God  boldly;  P  realize  ttut  serv- 
ing  God  can  be  costly;  P  perform  tasks  for  God  friPfiilly; 
and  that  God’s  pretence  andpower  are  wiP  those  who 
obey  Um  and  who  are  steadfast  in  loyal^  P  Um. 

Rogers  is  a  membsr  of  Salem,  Cbarch,  CsIhM. 


Life  and  Work 

Teach  the  truth 


By  R.  David  Raddin 
Romans  11:11.12, 15.26a 


God’s  plan  for  Israel  was  centered  in  Jesus  Christ  The 
Jews  rejected  Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord.  Paul  writes  of 
Israel’s  future.  Ife  describes  those  who  believe  in  Christ 
and  those  who  dtTnot  Through  Israd’s  example,  we  are 
reminded  Pat  our  future  depoids  on  our  relahonsUp  p  the 
Lmd. 

Blessing  Prongh  Israd’s  rejection  of  tiie  go^>d 
(11:11).  In  verses  1-10,  Paul  d^ds  wiP  the  queshem  of  the 
possibility  of  God’s  rejection  of  Us  people  because  they 
had  rejected  Um.  "Did  God  reiect  Us  p^le?  By  no 
means!  I  am  an  Israelite  myseu,  a  descendant  of  Abraham, 
from  the  tribe  of  Benjamin”  (v.  1).  Paul  answers  the  ques¬ 
tion  wiP  the  fiK:t  that  a  remnant  of  the  Jews,  including  Um- 
selfi  are  accepted  by  God  through  Peir  fiuP  in  Jesus. 

Vers?  11  r^ats  the  basic  question  posed  in  verse  1. 
"Again  I  ask:  Did  they  stumUe  so  as  P  fall  beyond  recov¬ 
ery?  Not  at  all!  Rather,  because  their  transgression,  sal¬ 
vation  has  come  to  die  Gentiles  P  make  Israel  envious”  (v. 
11).  Two  main  points  of  the  rest  of  the  diaptn  are  revealed. 

because  of  Israel’s  transgressioo,  salvation  has  come 
to  the  Gentiles.  Second,  throu^  the  salvatirm  of  the  Gen- 
Pes,  Israd  will  be  made  envious. 

Blessing  through  Israd’s  acceptance  of  Pe  gospd 
(11:1245.16).  "But  if  their  transgression  means  riches  for 
the  w(Pd,  and  their  loss  means  riches  for  Pe  Gentiles,  bow 
much  greater  riches  will  their  fullness  bring!”  (v.  12). 
"Riches”  is  used  here  in  a  qiiritual  sense.  J.W.  MacGotman 
says,  "Through  the  indusion  of  Israd,  great  Uessin^  will 
come  P  alL  Not  only  was  Pe  rejection  of  Israd  partial  but 
also  it  was  temporary”  (Romans:  Evoyman’s  Uoqpd,  p. 
120).  The  Gentiles  who  believe  find  qnritual  riches  m 
Christ  Paul’s  desire  that  Israel  turn  to  Christ  seems  P  be  at 
die  heart  of  verse  12. 

"For  if  their  rejection  is  the  reconciliation  of  the  worid, 
what  will  their  acctmtance  be  but  life  from  the  dead?  If  the 
part  of  the  dough  oGfered  as  first  fruits  is  holy,  then  the 
whole  batch  is  holy;  if  die  root  is  holy,  so  are  the  branches” 
(w.  1S.16).  Some  interpreters  believe  that  “life  fiom  the 
dead”  refem  P  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  at  the  end  of 
time.  The  phrase  seems  to  indicate  the  rejoicing  that  will 
come  when  Israd,  who  Paul  sees  in  a  state  of  ^nriPal 
deadi,  turns  P  Jesus.  The  father  in  the  parable  of  the  prodi¬ 
gal  son  says  on  Us  son’s  return,  "TUs  my  son  was  dead, 
and  is  alive  again”  (Luke  15:24). 

A  caution  to  Gentile  believers  (11:17.24).  By  using  the 
allegory  of  the  olive  tree,  Paul  cautions  Gentile  believers 
against  boasting  over  the  Jews.  He  reminds  the  Gentiles 
that  all  of  them  vPo  believe  are  "wild  dive  shoots”  and 
"have  been  grafted  in  among  the  others”  (v.  17).  Paul  tdls 
them  t^  the  reason  the  natural  branches,  that  is  the  Jews, 
were  broken  off  was  because  of  dieir  unbelief,  the  grafted- 
in  brandies  are  there  through  faiP  (w.  19-22).  Ife  contin¬ 
ues  Us  caution  by  writing  that  Israel’s  unbelief  is  all  that 
prevents  God  fiom  restoring  them  to  himself  (w.  23-24). 

Israd  In  God’s  plan  (11: 25-26a).  "I  do  not  want  you  to 
be  ignoram  of  this  myst^,  brothers,  so  that  you  may  not 
be  conceited:  Israd  has  eiqiemnced  a  hardei^  in  part 
unP  the  full  number  of  Gentiles  has  come  ia  And  so  all 
Israel  wP  be  saved....”  (w.  25-26a).  Sdidars  differ  widely 
in  their  interpretation  of  these  verses.  The  New  Testament 
as  a  whole  refutes  those  who  believe  tUa  everyone,  regaP- 
less  of  Us  or  her  relationsUp  P  Pe  Lmd,  wP  be  saved.  On 
Pe  contrary,  "Everyone  who  calls  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
win  be  saved”  (Acts  2:21).  you  caD  on  the  name  of  the 
Lord  and  be  saved  by  believing  in  Jesus  as  your  LoP  and 
Savior? 

Raddin  is  pastor,  First  C^mrch,  Yazoo  City. 


By  Milton  Burd 
Titus  1:1-3, 5, 9-11, 13-16 


We  lode  p  the  smaU  book  of  Titos  for  the  final  unit  on 
"Equipping  Believers  For  Breakthrough.”  The  book  of 
Titus  IS  an  examine  of  involvement  Pad  cfaaUenged  Titus 
and  the  Ouistians  of  Crete  to  teach  the  truP  and  five  by 
grace. 

TimoPy  and  Thus  were  contemporaries.  While  Timothy 
served  in  l^ihesos,  Htus  was  doing  the  same  on  the  island 
of  Crete.  Thus  was  a  Greek  believer  (Gal.  2:3)  who  had 
served  Pad  weU  on  special  assignments  to  the  churdi  in 
CorinP  (2  Cor.  7-8).  Titus  was  another  “son  in  the  faiP” 
(Titus  1:4),  as  was  llmoPy.  Pad  had  been  wiP  Titus  on 
Crete  and  had  left  Um  to  serve  the  dnirches  and  deal  whh 
existing  problems  there.  Let’s  look  at  CUqHer  1. 

Pad’s  greeting  and  identification  (w.  1-3).  Pad  begins 
wiP  a  rather  lengthy  greeting  p  Titos  stressing  Pe  impor- 
tance  of  Pe  WoP  of  God.  He  identifies  himself  as  a  ser¬ 
vant  and  an  :qx)stle.  Ife  was  a  slave  of  God  and  a  messen¬ 
ger  sent  on  a  special  commission  by  Jesus  Christ.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  his  ministry  was  P  share  Pe  fahh  of  the  WoP  of 
God.  The  trap  was  very  critical  P  Pe  Christians  (tiie  elect) 
of  Crete  in  light  of  false  teachers  and  their  distoPon  of  Pe 
traP  Knowing  trap  leads  to  godliness;  godliness  develops 
character  and  conduct. 

Verse  2  tells  us  Pat  this  faiP  in  Jesus  Christ  not  only 
saves  us  to(fiw  and  makes  our  fife  godly,  but  it  also  gives  us 
bqie  for  Pe  rature.  We  have  assurance  for  the  future 
because  of  God’s  promises  —  we  know  God  cannot  lie.  He 
has  always  kept  hu  promises.  We  are  privileged  to  have 
eternal  fife  now,  but  when  Jesus  returns,  we  will  eiqierience 
it  in  a  much  greater  way. 

Pad  relates  in  verse  3  that  God  reveals  Us  message 
through  preaching.  He  had  Pvine  orders  topreach  trap 
It  was  a  command  of  God.  AH  of  Pad’s  ministry  revolved 
around  the  WoP  of  God. 

Thos’s  assignment  in  Crete  (v.  5).  Pad  gets  down  to 
business  in  tUs  verse.  He  explains  the  reason  for  leaving 
Titus  in  Crete.  Ifis  task  was  to  set  straight  Pe  things  left 
unfinished,  and  P  tqipoint  elders  (leadm)  P  teach  Pe 
trap  Pad  usually  spent  enough  time  in  ibe  churches  he 
had  established  to  ordain  elders  and  leave  Pings  in  good 
order  (Acts  14:23).  Ife  was  not  able  to  stay  long  enough  in 
Crete  to  accomiPsh  tUs,  so  Titus  inherited  the  reqxHisibP- 
ty.  Pad  asked  Um  P  straighten  out  Pe  things  left  urdone. 
TUs  probably  meant  dealing  wiP  the  false  teachers  in 
Crete.  His  second  assignment  was  P  ^qipoint  leaders  in 
every  town  who  would  faithfully  teach  Pe  WoP  of  God. 

An  expectation  of  elders  (v.  9).  Those  who  were  to  be 
rqipoiiHed  as  leaders  must  faithfully  encourage  others  by 
sound  doctrine  and  expose  and  convict  those  who  oppose  it. 
Ody  those  with  a  strong  commitmerH  shodd  be  efao^  P 
handle  the  WoP  of  God. 

The  disruptive  influence  of  false  teachers  (w.  10-11). 
Titus  faced  an  enemy  similar  to  that  described  in  1  Timo¬ 
thy.  Pad  ideotified  tern  as  rebellious,  mere  talkers  (hot  air, 
no  actions),  and  deceivers  wiP  Peir  false  doctrine,  espe¬ 
cially  those  of  Pe  circumcisioo  group  (those  who  taught 
Jewjp  legalism). 

A  call  for  dedsive  action  (w.  13-14).  Pad  continued  Us 
discussion  of  false  teachers  who  were  disprting  the  trap. 
He  told  Titus  P  "rebuke  them  sharply  so  that  ttey  may 
become  sound  in  the  faith.”  Pad’s  purpose  for  tliu  rebuke 
was  redemptive  in  nature.  (TUs  same  advice  was  given  P 
*TimoPy.  In  fact,  Titus  is  a  coixleosed  version  of  1  Timo¬ 
thy.)  Pad  always  hdd  out  hope  Pat  some  codd  be  woo 
over  by  the  trai^  or  at  least  that  they  would  pay  no  atten¬ 
tion  p  Pose  who  reject  Pe  truth. 

A  caU  for  Hvinf  ^  truP  (w.  15-16).  Pad  called  for 
ri^  living.  ChiiAians  are  to  smmoit  the  message  of  trap 
wiP  a  lifKtyle  that  confirms  fiutn  and  knowledge  of  God. 
The  mind  a^  consdence  of  die  false  teaefaen  1^  been 
comqNed.  They  claim  P  krpw  (3od,  but  Peir  lifestyle  does 
ipt  reflect  it  No  one  can  live  a  dool^  life.  No  man  can 
serve  two  masters.  The  diotcfa  today  needs  committed 
Christiana  whose  words  and  deeds  reflect  Jesus  Christ. 
What  a  challenge  for  aU  of  us. 

Bard  is  mkaistw  ef  education,  First  CiTrti,  Cleve- 


State  conventions  struggle 
with  giving  plans,  abortion 


opposition  to  homosexuality  and  Florida,  the  42.2%  sent  to  the  SBC  al  CP  giving  and  stUl  qualify  for  up 
aboitioii.  is  down  fiom  last  year’s  46%  but  a  to  10  KBC  messengers. 

And  although  most  presidents  of  new  pastoral  aid  preferred  item  of  Texas  Baptists  afrirmed  their 
the  39  state  conventions  and  fel-  5%  is  new  in  addition  to  32%  ear-  continuing  support  fcH'  Baylm-  Uni- 
lowships  are  pastoiSi,  seven  layman  marked  for  the  Church  Aimuity  veisity  and  tire  Baptist  Joint  Com- 
were  elect^,  one  Africa^Amri-  Plan.  mittee  on  Public  Affairs  despite 

can,  one  Hispanic,  one  director  of  aj^als  to  discontinue  tfreir  fund- 

association^  missions  and  one  Kentucky,  likewise,  tunred 

(^vocational pastor.  A  AT  A  T  O  T O  back  attempts  to  remove  state 

Somewhat  surprising,  only  Min-  xAX  Vxi  1  Jj.  finxling  the  B  JC. 

nesota-Wisconsin  and  Arizona  Missouri  turned  back  attempts  to 

conventions  voted  any  action  identify  the  Coi^rative  Baptist 

regarded  as  “anti-Masonic”  and  New  England  dropped  .1%  and  Fellowship  and  Baptist  Fellowship 
Louisiana  and  Arizona  repotted  Ohio  dectes^  1.5%  in  SBC  per-  of  Missouri  as  “separate  and  dis- 
concems  with  the  recetx  action  of  centages.  In  North  Carolina,  the  tinctively  different  tiom  the  Soutb- 
tbe  SBC  Radio-TV  Commission’s  SBC  percentage  was  increased  ero  Biqitist  and  the  Nfissouri  Bap- 
ACTS  sharing  a  network  with  the  3.83%  but  now  includes  funding  tist  conventions,  autonomously 
VISN  network.  the  expanded  Church  Annuity  governed  and  financed.” 

Only  Louisiana  and  Illinois  Plan.  Noitii  Carolina  churches  also  Florida’s  ethnic  diversity  was 
reported  action  relative  to  the  have  an  option  for  the  SBC  portion  apparent  wlfen  each  convention 
AIDS/HIV  controversy  while  in  which  only  12%  would  go  to  the  session  featured  a  period  of  inter- 
about  half  voted  to  pray  for  Presi-  SBC  while  the  rest  would  go  to  cessory  prayer  offered  in  FjigHrfi, 
dent-elect  Bill  Qinton  though  at  scholarships  for  theological  stu-  Spanish,  C^te  (Indian),  French- 
odds  with  his  stairee  on  homosexu-  dents  in  thitt  state  and  qrecial  mis-  Qeole  (Haitiaii),  and  Chinese, 
als  aixl  abortion.  sioo  projects.  Sooth  Carolina  sigired  an  hisUHic 

Layinan  were  elected  presidents  The  most  common  thread  of  three-year  partnership  missions 
in  Htnida,  Iowa,  Mino^ota-Wis-  iretion  ainong  tire  ccnventions  was  agreement  with  the  predominantly 
conan,  Hawaii,  Arkansas,  Virginia  opposition  to  abortion  aa4,the  buck  Bdnr^nn^  and  Mia- 
and  Mississ^pi.  An  African-  homosexual  lifestyle,  abhoui^  sev-  siooaiy  Conveniioa.  The  paiiuer- 
American  in  Pe^ylvania/South  eral  expressed  concerns  for  the  agreemerK  concerns  a  three- 
Jeraey,  a  Hispanic  in  Utah/Idaho,  homosexual.  Even  though  the  year  missions  project  witii  Baptists 
and  a  director  of  associational  mis-  actions  qrpeared  to  speak  to  the  of  Kenya,  Afii^ 
sions  in  Kentucky  were  elected  recent  election  where  Arkansas  In  Alaska  it  was  noted  tire  stale 
presidents,  and  a  native  American  Govemfr  Bill  Qinton,  a  Soutibem  has  recorded  a  64%  turnover  in 
in  Oklahoma  was  elected  vice  Baptist,  was  elected  on  a  platftxm  pastms  tire  past  two  years, 
president.  Ohio  elec^  a  director  supporting  homosexual  rigbti  and  Altbon^  most  states  did  not 
of  associational  missions  as  piesi-  the  ri^  to  an  abortk^  South  Car-  have  moderate-  versus  conserva- 
dent  olina.  North  Carolina,  Florida,  five-identified  candidates,  several 

Ftf  and  away  the  most  com|tiex  Alabwna,  Georgia,  Kentireky,  Aii-  were  contested.  Moderate  candi- 
issue,  however,  was  bow  stale  con-  zona,  Wyoming,  Indiana,  Utah-  dates  woo  in  Texas,  Termessee, 
ventions  would  receive  aiKi  dis-  Idaho,  and  Arkansas  all  pledged  to  Florida,  Alabama,  Missouri,  Vir- 
burse  m^on  monies.  At  least  23  i»ay  to  him  and  other  erected  offi-  ginia,  and  Maryland/Delaware, 
conventions  voted  no  change  in  dais.  Conservative-backed  caixlidates 

their  percenuge  of  Cooperative  West  Virginia  voted  to  support  won  in  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and 
Program  receipts  channeled  to  action  of  the  SBC  last  Juire  in  Sontii  Carolina. 

Soutirem  Bsqrtist  Convention  min-  declaring  dnuches  sympatiretic  to  HoOingcr  is  dfeector,  BP.  Poly 

“■ - ircrrcrtd,  homosexuality  as  “not  in  friendly  Honsc,  editorial  assis^t  in  die 

reroertiage  forward-  cooperation  “with  the  SBC.  Nashville  office,  contributed  to 
but  most  were  pio-  Louisiana  messengers  iqrproved  a  dtis  story, 
ireer  or  smaller  states.  change  in  the  state  constitutioo  to 

Pour  conventions  decreased  their  make  a  dmrch’s  position  on  bomo- 
SBC  percentages,  although  it  is  sexuality  a  test.for  convention  par- 
difficult  to  cakmlate  because  some  tidpation,  much  like  the  SBC  posi- 
take  out  preferred  items  before  tire  tiort 

distribution  to  the  SBC,  some  California  iiressengers  referred  a 
include  preferred  itenu  as  part  of  motion  to  their  state  executive 
tire  SBC  percentage  and  one  took  a  board  which  called  for  the  SBC 
percetxage  from  both  the  SBC  smd  Executive  Committee  to  do  busi- 
state  CP  to  a  pastoral  aid  item.  ness  with  another  printer  rather 
But  the  irewest  wrinkle  came  than  the  one  who  printed  the 
from  Virginia  where,  for  the  first  Madonna  “Sex”  book, 
time,  churches  can  choose  one  of  Mississippi  state  paper  editor 
three  options  for  the  suue’s  “Worid  Guy  Henderson  defended  bis 
Mission”  causes  including  one  paper’s  irews  coverage  policy  dur- 
wtoch  channels  no  funds  to  South-  mg  a  motion  to  deny  to  paper  a 
ern  Baptist  Convention-related  hdf-million  dollar  Cooperative 
causes.  One  of  to  options  is  the  Program  subsidy.  The  proposal 
traditional  SBC  Cot^rative  Pro-  wotiM  have  given  a  portion  of  the 
gram  method  and  a  second  option  money  to  the  SBC  Cooperative 
is  a  combination  of  SBC  and  other  Program  and  $31S,(X)0  to  the  Bi^ 
ministries.  fist  Cfaildien’s  Village,  a  Mississq)- 

The  tiurd  option  would  all  go  to  pi  child-care  ageirey.  The  proposal 
the  Cooperative  Bqitist  Fellow-  failed  342-449. 
ship,  an  organization  of  moderate  Maryland/Delaware  Baptists 
Soutirem  Baptists  who  have  started  turned  back  an  attempt  to  amend 


Special  chapel  visitors 


istries.  Nine  conventions  iireteased, 
slightly,  their 
ed  to  the  SB ' 


Norris  Smith  (left)  and  his  wife,  Joyct  (rioht).  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  &i 
School  Board  in  Nashville,  were  featured  speakers  at  the  Miners’  Wives  , 
Conference  on  Nov.  9  prior  to  the  157th  session  of  the  Mississippi  Bi^ 
tist  Convention.  The  SmHhs  conducted  simultaneous  sessions  on  ‘^nder^ 
standino  Your  Mate”  and  'Christian  Assertiveness;  Everyone  Wins.”  (Pho¬ 
tos  by  \mlliam  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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